
 
 
 
 

Unit of Study: 
Water Week 3 

Essential Question:  
What does water do?  
Focus Question:  
What happens when we put things in water?  
Read aloud and Activities  
Rainbow Fish 
https://www.storylineonline.net/books/the-rainbow-fish/ 
Stop story at appropriate parts to ask questions or pose prompts:  
What was so special about Rainbow Fish? What did Rainbow Fish do to upset the little blue fish? 
What does little blue fish do that tells us he’s upset? Why was Rainbow fish the loneliest fish in 
the ocean? How did he feel? Why didn’t Rainbow fish want to give away his beautiful scales? 
How did Rainbow Fish feel at the end of the story? Why?  
Clark the Shark  
https://www.storylineonline.net/books/clark-the-shark/ 
Students will identify end rhyme and write a rhyming couplet. 
Have students complete the rhyming word 
 
Optional: Parent/ child can make a list of the rhyming words they hear( reread each page and use 
listening ears). Parent can reread the full sentence leaving out the last word: 
What’s the rule? Stay (cool) When the teacher’s talking, Don’t go (walking) Only munch Your 
own (lunch) Easy does it, that’s the way. Then my friends will let me (play) 
Children can continue to try and come up with more rhyming words (even nonsense words count 
because the point is to have them identify the rhyming sound.  
 
The Little Raindrop 
https://watch.vooks.com/videos/little-rain-drop 
Travel with a little raindrop on its journey 
 
What kinds of water bodies does the Little Raindrop travels to? How does the water’s movement 
change ? 
 
 



Math BUILDING BLOCKS Week 21  
 
• To directly compare amounts using words like bigger and longer 
• To measure by placing units of length end-to-end  
• To order numbers and lengths 
• To count to 10 and beyond, focusing on identifying numbers just before or after a given 

number 
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WEEK

21
Dear Family,
Measurement continued to be the focus of Week 21. Children learned a new 
strategy for measuring as they placed units end-to-end in order to determine 
the length “of an object.” Expand on this at home by looking at a ruler or 
tape measure with your child to identify inches and feet as units of measure, 
and help your child measure several objects. Children are not expected to 
measure by inches or feet in class; it is simply beneficial to familiarize them 
with actual units of measurement.

Help-at-Home Math Tips
• Help your child compare the weight of various objects, such as canned and 

boxed food items, different types of shoes, and various-sized blocks. Ask 
your child to estimate which of a pair of items is heavier by holding each 
one. If you have a scale, weigh the objects.
Benefit: This activity provides comparison and estimation practice.

• Time is a form of measurement that can be difficult for young children to 
grasp. Discuss time in terms of activities that occur after lunch, before 
dinner, and the like. You can also compare activities by discussing which 
takes longer, happens frequently, and so on. Make up time games, such 
as seeing who can stand on one foot longer, and count aloud together: “1 
second, 2 seconds, 3 seconds,” and so on.
Benefit: This helps children become familiar with units of time, tools for 
measuring time, and comparison.

What’s Ahead?
In Week 22, children continue their study of measurement. They will compare 
and measure in units of length, capacity, weight, and time.
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Assigned Computer Activity https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/school/b7d3 Mrs. C/ 
B03  
Build Stairs 3 and Workin’ on the Railroad  
 
Parents can play a number ordering game, children know as “X-Ray vision”. Simply write 1-10 
 

Science/STEAM 
Sink and Float experiments  
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ket-earlychild-sci10/sink-or-float/ 
What are somethings you can experiment and investigate sink /float with at home?  
Make a chart Sink      Float, count how many in  each  group Sink 
 

Resources  
Review What is Water? 
 https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/1f5bcb43-8163-46c7-bc6f-0c1156204c62/what-is-
water-iptv-kids-clubhouse/ 
 
Art/ Science: Painting with Water  
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/rtttec13.ela.fdn.ppaint/painting-with-water/ 
 
Water Absorption Experiment  
https://pagingfunmums.com/2013/07/09/fun-science-experiment-learning-how-plants-absorb-
water/ 
Note can be done with celery stalks, or White Carnation flowers 
 

 
  



Unit of Study: 
Water week 4 

Essential Question:  
What does water do? 
Focus Question:  
How does water help us? 
Read aloud: 
Monday- Water Can be by Laura Purdie Salas 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UIiSTAsKXWo 
Tuesday- The Little Raindrop by Joanna Gray 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_ddcXDMTfM 
Wednesday- Hey, Water! By Antoinette Portis 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z7oJ5rwjK38 
Thursday- The Rain Came Down by David Shannon 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MV8snbVhXKU  
Friday- What makes the seasons? By Megan Montauge Cash 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yyR3Wgmh6ts 
 
Math :Building Block Week 22 

● BIG Ideas: Comparing amounts, measuring, counting 
● Explain that measuring is finding a number that tells how long or how much. For 

example, a book might be the length of one standard ruler or twelve inches long. Ask 
students what else they can measure and measure something together. For example, 
measure a rug to discover that it is about three feet long. 

● Math News: Dear Families, 
Children are beginning to move beyond simple comparisons to realize that measuring is 
finding a number that tells how much. Products are a good way to help your child link 
numerals to measurements by discussing weights on packaging. Even at a food store, if 
scales are available, help your child weigh items you plan to buy. Have your child add or 
take away pieces to help you achieve a desired amount on the scale.  
 
Monday- Collect empty containers of various shapes and sizes. Set a pitcher or large bowl of 
water outside (or on a surface that can get wet), and allow your child to explore the containers, 
comparing their capacities by pouring water from one into another. Help your child estimate how 
many small containers it will take to fill the largest container. 
 
Tuesday- Include your child in cooking, sewing, woodworking, and other supervised activities 
that involve measuring. Discuss the need for accurate measurements and the instruments to do so. 
 
 
Wednesday- How Many Seconds? 
Use the time when you are waiting as an opportunity to count seconds aloud. For example, 
say “Lunch is in 35 seconds,” and count as close to the number as children can. 



You can also use a clock with a second hand to time how long children can stand on one foot 
or other action, and count the seconds aloud. 
 
Thursday- Size Hunt: Outdoor Learning 
Go on a nature walk “size hunt” to find things in the outdoor environment of different sizes: 

something smaller than our fingernail, bigger than our hand, longer than our arm, smaller than our 

foot, bigger than our whole body, larger than a leaf, smaller than a house, etc. 

Friday- Large and Small Straw Snakes 

Provide a cup of 20 straw pieces (straws are cut into 1-inch pieces) with two pieces of yarn. Tie a 

plastic needle to the end of each piece of yarn for stringing, or place tape on the end of the yarn to 

make a “needle”. Children use problem solving skills to figure out how many pieces of straw to 

string on each piece of yarn in order to make a long snake and a short snake. 

 

 

Science/STEAM  
Monday: Paint with Vegetables: Tell me what it’s like to paint with a vegetable! How is it the 
same/different than using a paintbrush? 
 
Tuesday: Create a smoothie with your child: https://mykidslickthebowl.com/fruit-veggie-
smoothies-for-kids/?utm_term=smoothie&utm_campaign=7479401453 
Get all the ingredients out together, measure, mix, and have fun!  
 
 

Wednesday: Wash dishes Students will follow a four step sequence using 
visual cues for washing dishes: soap on sponge, wash dishes, dry, put away. 
 



 
Thursday: Make Rainsticks: Rainsticks  
-Decorate with Markers, paint, magazines tear outs, ribbon, 
streamers, glue 
-Fill with rice using funnels 
How can we make it sound like rain? How can you make it 
drizzle/pour/rain? How does the sound change when you go 
faster/slower? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday: Create boats with materials from home(tin foil, paper plates, tissue boxes, empty water 
bottles).  Test them out in water to see if they can sink or float.  

 
Resources  

● Brooklyn’s Children’s Museum 

http://www.brooklynkids.org/ 

 

● Clean Water Clean Choice 

http://www.cleanwaterways.org/kids/funfacts.html 

 

● NY Aquarium 

http://nyaquarium.com/ 

● Waterwise 

http://www.waterwise.org.uk/pages/fun-facts.html 

 



● Staten Island Children’s Museum 

http://sichildrenmuseum.org/ 

 

 

 
 

 


